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Reproduction of White-Collar Middle-Class Masculanity through Domestic
Responsibilities: “Donated Equality”

Abstract

In social settings where traditional accounts of family and envisagement of man as a
“breadwinner” are dominant, restrictive and imperious norms give shape to gender roles within not
only public space but private space of household as well. In the contemporary forms of these norms
that give shape to gender roles, the acceptable masculinity keeps preserving its hegemonic habitus in
the private space of household in a way that aligns with its traditional characteristics of imperious,
authoritarian and patronising. In this regard, allocation of domestic responsibilities between genders
appears as common practice that serves to reproduce such hegemonic habitus of the masculinity.
Although it seems that traditional norms and stereotypical judgements concerning the allocation of
domestic responsibilities between genders have partly changed in middle-class nuclear families,
disadvantaged status of woman are still maintained in various ways. This paper explores how domestic
responsibilities are being turned into means serving to regain hegemonic masculinity by man within
private space of household through analysis of 12 white-collar middle-class men’s narratives regarding
the allocation of domestic responsibilities and femininity. This paper firstly discusses on how the
masculinity is reproduced in relation to the allocation of domestic responsibilities; and then it
demonstrates how white-collar middle-class men negotiate with the contradiction between the
narratives of gender equality that they frequently spell out and their masculinity that is formed by
patriarchal norms and embedded in their cognitive understanding. The paper concludes that the
contemporary hegemonic masculinity that has an advantage to keep itself distant from domestic
responsibilities ensures a peaceful private and public life for himself by fulfilling “appropriate”
domestic responsibilities in “appropriate” times and creates an image of actor donating to woman a

fair amount of equality.

Keywords: Contemporary masculinity, Acceptable masculinity, Disadvantage, Inequality, Donated
Equality
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